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Introduction: 
The Attendance Center Rankings site (ACR) is an interactive tool that provides a snapshot of how the state’s 
public schools and school districts are performing on two measures: 

1. Student proficiency rates (Proficiency) 

2. Growth toward college and career readiness (CCR Growth) 

 

Scope: 
The Scope control (top left corner) provides three ways to view data 

1. Schools (all schools in State) 

2. Districts  (all districts in Sate) 

3. Find School by District (all schools in a selected District)  

Subject: 
The Subject control (top middle) provides a way to view the Proficiency 
and CCR Growth percentages for the various subjects tested.  As of this 
release, the subjects include Math and Reading.  Additional subjects, 
such as Writing and Science will be added when the data becomes 
available.  
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Academic Year 
The Academic Year control (top middle/right) provides a way to view the 
Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages for the various academic years 
tested.  As of this release, data for academic years prior to 2011-2012 are 
not available.  Due to the fact that CCR Growth calculations require 
students be tested for 2 contiguous years, this site can only provide data 
for the academic year 2012-2013 and later. Currently both the 2012-2013 
and 2013-2014 academic years are available on this site.  As time 
progresses, additional years will be added.  

Site Information: 
The blue Info control is a drop-down menu with links to pages containing 
background on this site and its contents, including pages containing: 

1. Website Introduction – a description the Attendance Center 
Rankings site 

2. FAQ – some Frequently Asked Questions about rankings 
3. Report Definition – definitions of how Proficiency and CCR 

Growth are calculated 

Working in the “Schools” Scope: 
The site initially loads up in the Schools Scope, displaying a scatter chart of all the public schools in the state of 

Iowa.  Each bubble represents an individual school: 

The location of each bubble is 

based on that school’s test-

results in Proficiency and CCR 

Growth. The percentage of 

each school’s students who 

met Proficiency targets is used 

to locate that school’s bubble 

along the (horizontal) “x-axis”.  

The percentage of each 

school’s students who met 

CCR Growth targets is used to 

locate that school’s bubble 

along the (vertical) “y-axis”. A 

vertical dashed line shows 

State Average Proficiency 

percent, and a horizontal 

dashed line shows the State Average CCR Growth percent. Together (the Proficiency and CCR Growth 

percentages) break the chart into four quadrants, providing a quick visual indication of how schools are 

performing compared to state averages and other schools. 
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 A school whose tests resulted in a both a high Proficiency percentage and a high CCR Growth 

percentage would be located more towards the upper right-hand quadrant 

 A school whose tests resulted in a  high Proficiency percentage with a low CCR Growth percentage 

would be located more towards the lower right-hand quadrant 

 A school whose tests resulted in a both a low Proficiency percentage with a high CCR Growth 

percentage would be located more towards the upper left-hand quadrant 

 A school whose tests resulted in a both a low Proficiency percentage and a low CCR Growth 

percentage would be located more towards the lower left-hand quadrant 

Examining Schools on the Bubble Chart 
As the mouse pointer hovers over the bubbles, each school passed over is highlighted in red (). A yellow 

“Tooltip” is displays each 

school’s Name, District, 

Proficiency percentage, and 

CCR Growth percentage.  

Additionally, a “cross-hair” 

appears to locate the school, 

allowing the user to compare a 

school’s Proficiency and CCR 

Growth percentages to the 

state average percentages.  

In the this example, the 

highlighted “Lisbon 

Elementary School” has a 

Proficiency rate (78.3%) which 

is below than the stage 

average (81.0%); and a CCR 

Growth rate (60.5%) that is above the state average (58.1%). Clicking on the highlighted bubble with display 

additional details about the selected school. 

Zooming In to Select a School: 
The large number of schools, in the state, makes the scatter chart dense.  Zooming into a section of the chart 

separates the bubbles, allowing 

for an easier selection of a 

specific school. To zoom in:  

1. Locate your mouse at the 

upper right corner of the area 

you wish to expand 

2. Click, and drag your mouse 

over bubbles, forming a 
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rectangle of schools to include (a light blue rectangle will define the selected area) 

3. Let go of the mouse button, and the selected area will expand to fill the chart 

 

4. The same hover and 

highlight behavior will still work 

on the expanded chart 

5. Click  the “Reset zoom” 

button to return to original 

display 

 

 

 

 

Examining Schools Using the Drop-Down Selector 
At the top of the scatter chart, there is a drop-down list containing an alphabetic list of all schools in the state. 

The list is sorted by School 

Name, with the District name in 

parentheses. 

Using the keyboard Arrow Up 

and Arrow Down keys to scan 

through the list of schools will 

highlight the corresponding 

school on the scatter chart in red 

(). 

The drop-down list control has 

search capability.  Once selected 

(the drop-down list is visible), 

you can start typing the name of 

a school (starting with its first 

letter). The list highlight will be 

positioned on the first school 

whose name starts with the letters entered. 

To display additional details about a specific school: 

1. Mouse-click on school name, or 

2. Highlight the school name, then press the “Enter” key on the keyboard. 
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Viewing Details on a Specific School 
While the bubble charts show the Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages for all the students in a selected 
school, breakdowns for various student demographics of each school are also available.  Selecting a specific 
school from the bubble chart or the drop-down select list will display the Sub-Category modal screen with 
Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages for: 

1. All Students 
2. English Language Learners 
3. Free or Reduced Lunch Gender 
4. Individualized Education Programs  
5. Race/Ethnicity 

Sub-Category Screen Operation 
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After selecting the School Sub-Category screen appears: 

1. Click on the tabs at the top to view the desired student demographic  

2. Hover the mouse pointer over the chart to see details additional details 

3. Use the Change Subject select control to pick Math or Reading (the chart will be updated to reflect the 

change) 

4. Us the Change Academic Year select control to display metrics for a different academic year Reading 

(the chart will be updated to reflect the change) 

Sub-Category Screen Components 
1. Each tab on the School Sub-Category screen is 

composed of a column chart containing one or more 

Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages pairs (based on 

the sub-category) 

2. The blue columns always represents the percentage of 

Students Meeting Proficiency at that school 

 The count of students in this sub-category tested in 

this school (to make up the column percentage) is 

also displayed 

3. The orange column always represents the percentage of 

Students Meeting CCR Growth at this school 

 The count of students in this sub-category tested in this school (to make up the column 

percentage) is also displayed 

4. The thin, blue line with the triangle marker and accompanying legend represents the State Average 

percentage of Students Meeting Proficiency in this sub-category 

5. The thin, orange line with the triangle marker and accompanying  legend represents the State Average 

percentage of Students Meeting CCR Growth in this sub-category 

 

6. Hovering over any section of the chart will display a 

tool-tip for the corresponding student sub-category 

 

 

7. A light-blue chart legend will call out the various chart 

components 
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8. If any student sub-category tested has students count 

below 30, the data has been redacted, and a gray panel 

obscures the Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages 

on the chart 

 In the case to the right, there were 43 students 

tests, averaging a 90.7% percentage of Students 

Meeting Proficiency; evidently, the count of 

students tested for CCR Growth totaled under 30 

9. The Race/Ethnicity tab has a slightly different format.  

 
10. There are  seven distinct Student Sub-Categories display simultaneously; mouse hovering over each of 

the seven panels from the “Harding Middle School” example above, would display as follows: 
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11. The Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages for Race/Ethic Sub-Categories with a student count below 
30 are obscured by a gray panel. However, the State Average Proficiency and CCR Growth percentages 
for those sub categories are still displayed, even of the school had less than the minimum in a category. 

The Districts Scope  
Moving the Scope control to Districts, allows the user to work in the Districts Scope. 

The Districts Scope operates identically to the Schools Scope 

except the focus is on locating and viewing Districts, instead of 

Schools.  

Working in the “Districts” Scope: 
After selecting Districts from the Scope control the site displays a scatter chart of all school districts 

throughout the state of Iowa.  Each bubble represents an individual District: 

 

Refer to the Working in the “Schools” Scope for a refresher on how the various controls work for this 

chart, substituting “school” for “district”. 



 Using the Attendance Center Rankings (ACR) Site 

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCTION (ACR Public Site  04/15/2015 Release) Page 9 of 12 

The Find School by District Scope  
Moving the Scope control to Find School by District, provides two additional functions: 

1. List all the schools in a specific individual district 

2. Compare the schools in one district to the schools in another district 

In the Schools scope, the bubbles of the scatter chart, and the drop-down (labeled 

“School List”) both display all schools in the state.  In the Districts scope, the bubbles of 

the scatter chart, and the drop-down (labeled “District List”) both display all the districts in the state.  In the 

Find School by District scope, the bubbles of the scatter chart display all the schools in the state, while the 

drop-down list (labeled “District List”) displays a list of all the districts in the state.  Additionally, a new drop-

down control (labeled “Schools in Selected District”) appears above the chart, and the bubbles in the scatter 

chart are disabled:  

 

Find a School by District 
This function added to help with some more difficult scenarios: maybe you are looking for a school that you 

know its district but are unsure of how to spell its name.  Or, maybe you just want to see a list of all the 

school’s in a specific district.  Follow these steps: 

1. Open the District List drop-down 

2. Use the mouse and scroll bars to highlight your desired district, 

or 

3. Use the search function, by typing in the first few letters of 

your desired district  
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4. To select the highlighted district, click on its name or press the 

“Enter” key on the keyboard 

Selecting a District, will do the following: 

1. Highlight the bubbles representing every school in the in that district on the scatter chart 
2. Display an alphabetically sorted list of all schools in that district in drop-down labeled “Schools in 

Selected District”  

The example below shows the “Des Moines Independent” district selected in the District List. All 54 schools in 

the district are highlighted in red, and a list of those schools (sorted by name) is available in the Schools in the 

Selected District.  Since all the other schools in the state are disabled, hovering over the bubbles will only 

display the tooltips and crosshairs for schools within in the Des Moines Independent school district.  Clicking 

on any of the red bubbles with display additional information about the specific school.  If you can’t find your 

desired school by hovering over the bubbles with the mouse, you can select the school to examine from the 

sorted pull-down list. 

 

Compare Schools in More than One District 
If you wish to compare the schools in more than one district, select up to 5 districts from the District List.  
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The example above contains the original 54 schools from the Des Moines Independent district (in red), 13 

schools from the Ankeny district (in blue), and 7 schools from the Ames district (in green). Clicking on any of 

the schools in these districts will display additional information, the zoom function is available for spreading 

out the bubbles, and the Subject and Academic Year controls will update the chart. 

Hiding a District’s Schools 
The bubble chart will allow up to five districts to be compared simultaneously. Clicking on the district name at 

the bottom of the chart will toggle between hiding and displaying one or more districts. 

 

The example shows All Districts (disabled gray), Des Moines Independent (bright red), Ankeny (in blue), Ames 

(in green), Cedar Rapids (in fuchsia), and Iowa City (in brown). 
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The example above shows the same combination, with All Districts (disabled gray), hidden. 

 

The example above shows the same combination, with All Districts (disabled gray), Des Moines Independent 

(disabled gray), and Cedar Rapids (disabled gray), Ankeny (in blue), Ames (in green), and Iowa City (in brown). 

Use the browser refresh to clear you selection of districts, and start again. 

 


